
Summer Assignments 
 I expect you to make 2 pieces this summer. I expect these to be high-quality artworks showing 
careful planning and then 10-15 hours in execution depending on the project. All of you enjoy doing 
artwork and want to spend that much time on it even during your vacation. The difference is that 
you must focus on  two quality projects that belong in a college level portfolio. If you do not step up 
to a challenge of some sort in each of these, there is no point in doing the work because it will not 
be usable in your portfolio.  

One of the best ways to accomplish at least part of this is to consider a summer program at a 
college or a class at a local art center. I sent you an email with this information and links a few weeks 
ago. I have attached it to this as well.  If you do this, you should be able to use pieces from the class 
instead of the assignments below. Feel free to ask me for advice before signing up. 

If you do not take a class or if you want to do more, you can choose from the ideas below or 
use your own inspiration. These ideas are just intended to help you. They are not meant to limit 
you. Try to keep in mind that AP likes to see work that is made from direct observation and that 
they are completely intolerant of plagiarism. Do not draw directly from published photos. At least 
one of the artworks should come directly from observation of real objects, landscapes, or people 
(NOT from photos, real things!).  
 

• Your international origins. Genealogy is popular and we have all seen family trees. I want to 
see an expression about your family background that is much more than a family tree. Work 
with your family and collect heirlooms and other items that represent your family 
background.  

o If you are working as a designer, you would approach this as someone trying to 
invent a new way of looking at family origins, something much more ingenious than 
a family tree. You might use collage or computer graphics or photography or 
drawing or color to create a piece or two that expresses something about your 
background in a clear but inventive way. Remember that you need to focus on one 
or more of the elements and principles of design. For instance, if you focused on 
color, viewers must see how color is such an important part of your solution and that 
your solution would not work without color. Other examples: You might see some 
symmetry or asymmetry to your family originals. In that case, you might focus on 
balance. Is there texture to your family origins? Is there rhythm or movement?  

o If you approach this as an artist, I only ask that you take the family origin theme as 
your inspiration. I also ask that you do embark on some of the research and sharing 
with your family. Beyond that, your approach should show some complexity and 
some mastery of technique as well as clear risk-taking and experimentation. You 
need to show that you are pushing the boundaries. As an artist, you need to be self-
directed and find inspiration. If you find yourself with the urge for more directions, 
then you should probably be thinking about doing a design piece instead. 

• Create a project based on a cause that is important to you perhaps based on the 
environment, health, or the well-being of victims of war or whatever else inspires you. Pick 
something that you are passionate about. To be a successful artist or designer, you have to 
be passionate. It is a skill to be developed. It does not just happen. Get passionate.  



o If you are a designer, create a poster that will help people understand your passion 
and join you. Be an evangelist for your cause. Here is a link to some of my favorite 
environmental posters: 

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/shop/posters-mmi.html 
o If you are more of an artist, use your cause as an inspiration, but do not be so direct 

as the designers. Look at things in a new way. Cut everything down to the essentials. 
Help people feel your cause. 

• Do an observational drawing which includes at least 9 values, texture, and background. Make 
sure that you consider the entire page. Think carefully about composition, how the drawing 
fits on the page, and try to do something inventive with the composition. Do not just plop 
your drawing in the middle of a blank page. This drawing may be in charcoal, pencil, color 
pencil, pastel or any other drawing media. Wet media like paint or watercolor are also fine. 
Think about drawing something in your home that is personal to you like a place you like to 
spend time or your closet or a dresser drawer. Focus on angles, shapes, and lines. If you are 
interested in design, think about how you could include your objects in a design piece for a 
website or magazine and create a poster or ad from it.  
 
  

http://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/shop/posters-mmi.html


 
Some other ideas if you are not yet inspired: 

• Go outside with some watercolors and paint. Focus on a small area and really bring it to life. 

You could go to the arboretum or the lake. You can also draw in pencil or colored pencil. 

Bring a sketch book on your trip. 

• Go to a museum and do a project inspired by a famous art or design movement (e.g. cubism, 
futurism, fauvism, expressionism, op art, pop art, etc.) 

• Pick an object from nature and make a project that depicts this object in an unusual, unique 
way. 

• Do a project that examines positive/negative space in an urban environment. Negative space 
is generally considered "background," or the area around the subject matter. Make that area 
more important than the positive space. Or try the same thing in a natural environment if 
you prefer. 

• Do a project where you paint or draw a still-life of real objects that puts emphasis on a 
particular color scheme (primary, secondary, tertiary, analogous, monochrome). 

• Create a similar project that emphasizes pattern or texture. You may complete the work in 
any medium. 

• Have someone pose for you or find program where they have a live model. Complete a 
figure drawing/painting in the medium of your choice 

• Create a collage using some unusual elements, not your average kindergarten collage but 
something really cool. 

• Do a project that is made of words. 

• Take some truly unique photos that really focus on the elements and principles of art and 

design 

• Design a logo for yourself, your family, or friends 

• Do a still life, landscape, or portrait composition using a medium with which you are not 

comfortable. Get a book from the library or Half Price Books to help you learn a new 

medium or one that is not so familiar. 
Please also try to develop the ability to get un-stuck this summer. It is a crucial skill if you want 
to be prolific and you must be prolific to succeed in AP. If you don’t know what to do, go 
through the motions. When you go through the motions, sooner or later, it starts to become real 
for you. If you just cannot feel like you are getting it right, put that project away for a time and 
work on another. Give your personal critic the day off. 
 
Have your projects prepared and finished by the first week of school. You do not need to bring 
them the first day of school but you will need them the next day! In September, you will present 
your summer projects to the class as an introduction of your work. 

 


